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Jean Deighan is the recipient of the Champion of UMaine Award. The award recognizes a non-
alumnus for effective, longtime advocacy for UMaine. Deighan has been an avid proponent of 
the Zillman Museum of Art, and the company she founded provided free museum admission to 
countless visitors for several years. She has served as a member of the President’s 
Development Council, on the Board of Visitors, the Maine Business School Advisory Board, and 
volunteered in other capacities for the benefit of the university. 
 






The University of Maine in Orono is the flagship campus of the University of Maine System, 
where efforts toward racial equity are ongoing, as is the commitment to facing a 
complicated and not always just institutional history. The University recognizes that it is 
located on Marsh Island in the homeland of the Penobscot nation, where issues of water 
and its territorial rights, and encroachment upon sacred sites, are ongoing. Penobscot 
homeland is connected to the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations — the Passamaquoddy, 
Maliseet, and Micmac — through kinship, alliances, and diplomacy. The university also 
recognizes that the Penobscot Nation and the other Wabanaki Tribal Nations are distinct, 
sovereign, legal and political entities with their own powers of self-governance and self-
determination. 
